SoulChilde BlueSun pka Okanomodé

[pronounced uh-kahn-uh-mah-day]

Vocal Performance Artist, Poet, Librettist, Songwriter, Composer
@okanomode

ThePoppieefield@gmail.com

Select Solo and Collaborative Performances:

With Warrior's Tongue: rebirthe of the rising sun (a one-soul, two-spirit, musical spoken word
experience) — Richard Hugo House — Seattle, WA (2004)

Solo spoken-word performance, ‘Leviticus Burning’ at Bent Writing Institute Poetry Showcase
— Rebar — Seattle, WA (2004)

Solo spoken-word performance at Vancouver Folk Music Festival — Vancouver, BC (2004)

Solo spoken-word performance at Vancouver International Hip-Hop Film Festival —
Vancouver, BC (2004)

Solo + Ensemble spoken-word performance on The Write-Off Tour featuring Tara Hardy,
Katinka Kraft, Amy Mahoney, Lane Stroud, Ivan E. Coyote (2004)

Solo dance + spoken word performance at 12 Minutes Max — On the Boards — Seattle, WA
(2006)

Solo vocal performance for Choklate Presents: SUITE DECADENCE: Indie Soul Concert
Series, featuring Rahbi & Yahzarah aka Purple St. James — Neumos — Seattle, WA (2007)

Solo musical performance on ARTZONE in STUDIO with Nancy Guppy — Seattle, WA (2008)

Solo vocal performance with Ahamefule J. Oluo & The New Seattle Brass Ensemble, ‘Reverie
Suite’ at Cal Anderson Park, Sounds Outside — Seattle, WA (2008) — The Mix — Seattle, WA
(2009) — and Nature Consortium, ‘Arts in Nature Festival’ — Seattle, WA (2010)

Solo musical performance as Okanomodé & THE CAROUSEL — opening act for Janelle
Monae & The Wondaland Arts Society — Nectar Lounge — Seattle, WA (2008)

Multi-Disciplinary solo performance, ‘Luci’s Lamb: A Post-Punk Musical Faerie Tale’ featuring
The Chamber Inferno — Directed by Sean Ryan, music composed by Okanomodé¢, additional
compositional arrangements by Ahamefule J. Oluo — Rainier Valley Cultural Center — Seattle,
WA (2010)

Solo vocal performance for Seattle Rock Orchestra’s Tribute to Queen’s ‘A Night at the Opera’



— Moore Theater — Seattle, WA (2011)

Solo vocal performance for Seattle Rock Orchestra’s Tribute to Stevie Wonder — Moore Theater
— Seattle, WA (2011)

Solo spoken-word and musical performance in collaboration with Greg Brisendine aka Greg Bee
and Chad Goller-Sojourner, ‘Requiem at the Bridge: In Honor & Protection of GLBT Youth’ —
Rebar — Seattle, WA (2011)

Solo musical performance for Voices Rising: featuring storyteller, writer, Blackberri (produced
by Storme Webber) — Washington Hall — Seattle, WA (2012)

Solo poetry + vocal performance for ‘Poetry Apocalypse’ with Seattle Rock Orchestra (also
featuring Roberto Ascalon, Derrick Brown, Elaina M. Ellis, Karen Finnyfrock, Tara Hardy,
Buddy Wakefield) — Town Hall Seattle — Seattle, WA (2012)

Solo + ensemble performance with The Passenger Quartet for ‘Eternal Fair and The Crocodile
Present: A Seattle Tribute to Jeff Buckley’ — The Crocodile Café — Seattle, WA (2012)

Solo + ensemble performance with The People’s Grand Opera, for ‘The Public Road’ by Sara
Edwards — Northwest New Works Festival, at On the Boards — Seattle, WA (2012), and Mw
[Moment Magnitude] at Frye Art Museum — Seattle, WA (2012)

Ensemble vocal performance for Degenerate Art Ensemble’s ‘Warrior’ with Kronos Quartet —
Neptune Theater — Seattle, WA (2013)

Solo vocal performance for Ahamefule J. Oluo’s experimental pop opera, ‘Now I’'m Fine’ — On
the Boards — Seattle, WA (2014) and The Public Theater at Under the Radar Festival — New
York, NY (2016)

Solo + Ensemble performance for ‘A Salute to the 60s & Motown’, with The Earnest Pumphrey
Revue, featuring Okanomod¢, Tiffany Wilson, Josephine Howell, Makini Magee, & Earnest
Pumphrey Jr. — Langston Hughes Performing Arts Institute — Seattle, WA (2014) — Shuga
Jazz Bistro — Seattle, WA (2014) and Historic Everett Theater — Seattle, WA (2015)

Duo performance with Lara Paxton, ‘Ritual’, for City Arts Magazine presents: Genre Bender —
Cornish Playhouse — Seattle, WA (2015)

Solo + Ensemble performance in Heather Bentley’s ‘The Ballad of Ishtar, a Contemporary
Opera’ — Chapel Performance Space, Good Shepherd Center — Seattle, WA (2015)

Solo + Ensemble vocal performance for Degenerate Art Ensemble’s ‘Predator Songstress” — On
the Boards — Seattle, WA (2015) and Yerba Buena Center for the Arts — San Francisco, CA
(2015)



Solo vocal performance for Legendary Children: Paris is Burning and Beyond — Seattle Art
Museum — Seattle, WA (2015)

Solo vocal performance for Nina Simone Listening Party and Melodic Movements of Revolution
— The Living Ro-Om Culture — Seattle, WA (2016)

Solo + Duo vocal performance for ‘Industrial Revelation performs Bjork’s Homogenic’ featuring
Passenger String Quartet — Neptune Theater — Seattle, WA (2017)

Solo vocal performance with Industrial Revelation for Jazz Matinee at Teatro Manzoni — Milan,
Italy (2017)

Solo musical-vocal performance for Bushwick Book Club presents: Octavia Butler’s ‘Parable of
the Sower’ — Langston Hughes Performing Arts Institute — Seattle, WA (2018)

Solo + Duo vocal performance for ‘Soliloquies of Roberta Flack and Donny Hathaway’ —
Rumba Notes — Seattle, WA (2018)

Solo musical-vocal performance for Bushwick Book Club presents: Octavia Butler’s ‘Parable of
the Talents’ — Langston Hughes Performing Arts Institute — Seattle, WA (2019)

Solo + Duo vocal performance for Ahamefule J. Oluo’s musical comedy stage show ‘Susan’ —
On the Boards — Seattle, WA (2019) and The Public Theater at Under the Radar Festival —
New York, NY (2020)

Solo vocal performance for Dani Tirrell’s ‘Black Bois’— Moore Theater — Seattle, WA (2020)

Solo + Duo vocal performance for Ahamefule J. Oluo’s ‘Susan’, at Live on KEXP — Seattle,
WA (2020)

Solo + Duo performance featuring Joshua Kohl — Wa Na Wari — Seattle, WA (2020)

Solo vocal performance, ‘A Message to the City from Okanomodé’ for The Stranger online
(2020)

Select Band and Background vocal work:

Featured vocalist with Forgotten Sol (2005-2008)

Featured vocalist with Evan Flory-Barnes’ ‘Threat of Beauty Extended Ensemble’ (2007-2008)
Featured vocalist with Big World Breaks (2007-2009)

Featured background vocalist for Nadriah Shakoor (2007-2009)



Featured background vocalist for Choklate (2008-2009)
Master of Ceremonies + Bandleader for Okanomodé & THE CAROUSEL (2008-2010)
Featured background vocalist for Tiffany Wilson (2011-2012)

Featured vocalist with Hit Explosion (2013-present)

Film work:

Solo musical performance in ‘Thin Skin’ — Directed by Charles Mudede — Written by Charles
Mudede, Ahamefule J. Oluo, Lindy West

Sound Recordings:

Vocalist + lyricist + composer — ‘The Remix Collection: the okanomodé¢ Tapes’ by Spekulation
& Okanomodé (2010)

Vocalist + lyricist — ‘Saturn’s Return’ by Gabriel Teodros featuring Cristina Orbé & Maya
Jenkins (Colored People’s Time Machine, 2012)

Vocalist + lyricist + composer — Song for Trayvon/The Tao of Monk (Diptych for Trayvon,
2012)

Spoken Word performance + writer — With Warrior’s Tongue (2004)
Vocalist + lyricist — “All the Soldiers’ by Spekulation (Truth Be Told EP, 2013)

Vocalist + lyricist — Music from the stage show ‘Now I’'m Fine’ by Ahamefule J. Oluo &
Okanomodé (2014)

Vocalist — ‘Kids These Days’ by Spekulation (Nine to Fives’ and Afterlives, 2016)

Vocalist + lyricist — ‘Change’ by Yirim Seck featuring Owuor Arunga & Dj Trumendous (Hear
Me Out Too, Seckond Edition, 2019)

Vocalist + lyricist — ‘New Suns’ by Gabriel Teodros (The Anniversary EP, 2020)

Commissions:



A cappella choral work, ‘Contradiction’ — based on the poetry of Walt Whitman — for ‘The
Public Road’ by Sara Edwards

Solo vocal musical work, ‘Departure of the Prodigal Sun’ — based on the poetry of Rainer Maria
Rilke (2013)

Librettist for Ahamefule J. Oluo’s experimental pop opera ‘Now I’'m Fine’ (2014)
Librettist for Degenerate Art Ensemble’s ‘Predator Songstress’ (2015)

Librettist for Ahamefule J. Oluo’s musical comedy stage show ‘Susan’ (2019)

Other Experience:

Teaching artist for Youth in Focus Writing Workshop ‘Identity, Sexuality, and Pride’ — Seattle,
WA (2007)

Musical Director + Teaching artist at Youngstown Cultural Arts Center with Cristina Orbé —
Seattle, WA (2008)

Teaching artist for Seattle Rock Orchestra Summer Intensive — Moore Theater — Seattle, WA
(2014)

Lead server + food delivery for That Brown Girl Catering — Seattle, WA (2005-2007)

Select Publications and Press:
Artist spotlight in Colors NW Magazine (2005)

Earlier this summer, I wrote up local neo-soul singer, SoulChilde BlueSun by Jonathan
Cunningham — Seattle Weekly (2009)

CD Forum presents artists’ new work in 2-night Series — Seattle Times (2010)
Seattle Rock Orchestra channels Queen at the Moore — Seattle Times (2011)
Vocalist Meets Aerialist: Okanomodé¢ and Lara Paxton — City Arts Magazine (2015)

Turning tragedy into comedy: Ahamefule J. Oluo brings "Now I’m Fine’ to the Moore — Seattle
Times (2016)

Review: ‘Now I’'m Fine,” Ahamefule J. Oluo’s Take on Himself — New York Times (2016)



Select Awards & Residencies:

‘Seattle’s Best Glamazon’ — Seattle Weekly (2009)

The Creation Project Grant for Performing Artists — CD Forum — Seattle, WA (2010)
City Arts Genre Bender Grant for Performing Artists — City Arts — Seattle, WA (2015)
Degenerate Art Ensemble Residency — Cornish College of the Arts — Seattle, WA (2014)

Sow Queer Artist Residency with Artist-In-Residence, Hatlo — Town Hall — Seattle,
Washington (2019)



